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Opening times

June - September:

Tuesday, 2pm-6.30pm
Wednesday-Sunday, 10am-12.30pm
and 2pm-6.30pm

May and October:
every Sunday, 2pm-6pm

Audio tours of the abbey

are available in four languages
(French, English, German

and Dutch)

Exhibition

7 June - 27 September 2015
Tuesday, 2pm-6.30pm
Wednesday-Sunday, 10am-12.30pm
and 2pm-6.30pm

Access

A31 motorway, exit Langres Sud,
then towards Auberive (13 km)

From Langres, towards Saint-
Geosmes then Auberive

From Chatillon-sur-Seine, follow
the signs to Auberive, then take
the rst on the right past the police
station

From Langres railway station,
by taxi (28 km)

Admission
Full fare: 8 €

Concession (students, unemployed,
under 18): 4,5 €

Free for children aged under 12
Audio guide (included in the
admission fee) in French, English,
German and Dutch

Guided tours must be booked
in advance

Contact

Director of Artistic Programming:
Alexia Volot
contact@abbaye-auberive.com

Press

Pierre Laporte Communication
Pierre Laporte

Romain Mangion

Laurence Vaugeois
T:+33(0)1 45231414
info@pierre-laporte.com

THE ABBEY OF AUBERIVE:
A UNIQUE HISTORICAL GEM DEDICATED
TO CONTEMPORARY ART

1" Du Zhenjun , Destruction
(Edition 1/6), 2012,
photography, 240 x 180 cm,
abbaye d’Auberive collection

1 Gao Xingjian, Surprise
oil and ink on canvas,
abbaye d’Auberive collection

The Cistercian abbey of Auberive was founded in 1135 by Saint Bernard. Its plan typically re ects the
principles of Bernardine architecture: an abbey-church with an East-facing at chevet and structu-
red around an East wing sheltering the choir monks, a West wing designed for the lay brothers and
a North wing accommodating the service quarters. Its geographical location is also representative of
the Cistercian search for simplicity: a remote spot where a careful management of water resources
was vital to the settlement and thriving of community life. Indeed, as the Rule of Saint Benedict ban-
ned the consumption of meat, Cistercians had to develop sh farming as a substitute.

In 2004 the abbey of Auberive was bought by the Volot family in order to present a private collection
comprising more than 1,500 works of art. Jean-Claude Volot thus found the most perfect setting for a
collection ranging from contemporary Figurative Expressionism to Art Singulier, gathering works by
Paul Rebeyrolle, Pierre Bettencourt, Anselme Boix-Vives, Robert Combas, Louis Pons, Raphaélle Ricol,
Stani Nitkowski and Dado. The Volot collection distinguishes itself by its sense of freedom - the free-
dom of not imposing any hierarchies between artists. It rejects the conventional aesthetic categories
that divide artistic creation into distinct sectors.

In 2005 the abbey was rst made accessible to the public. In Summer 2006 the new owners opened a
centre of contemporary arts in its West wing, with the ambition of bringing contemporary art to life
in the domestic setting of the Cistercian abbey’s 18th century adjoining rooms.

During the four summer months the abbey presents a thematic exhibition focusing on one of the
collection’s artists. Functioning as a genuine cultural institution it also offers many activities in high
season, from historical tours of the site, performances and art workshops to visits of its three orchards
laid out in a 6,5 hectare park. In this environment of outstanding ecological value 70 fruit trees are
preserved, consisting mainly of apple trees but also of pear and plum trees.
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